
NO

Do you provide packaging or packaging materials to a

company (the MANUFACTURER, see later in the decision

tree) that manufactures packaging or packaged products?

START

You have the role of SUPPLIERYES

Do you produce packaging

or packaged products?

Please continue!  You may also have

additional roles
NO

YES

Have you been commissioned to produce

this packaging or these packaged products

under the name or trademark of another party?

NO

You have the role of MANUFACTURER

To determine your producer responsibility,

please continue to the PRODUCERS decision tree

YES

Is the client a micro-enterprise

established in the same Member State?

Do you commission the manufacture

of packaging or packaged products under your

name or trademark?

NO

Are you a micro-enterprise and based

in the same Member State as the contractor?
YES

YES

NO

YES

Are you established in the European Union and are you

placing empty packaging or packaging that contains a product 

that originates from a third country (non-EU) on the market

within the Union for the first time?

NO

Is your customer an end user?YES

YES

You DO NOT have the role of

MANUFACTURER, that role

is assumed by your contractor.

You have the role of IMPORTER

and FINAL DISTRIBUTOR

To determine your producer responsibility,

please continue to the PRODUCERS decision tree

NO

You have the role of IMPORTER

To determine your producer responsibility,

please continue to the PRODUCERS decision tree

Do you supply packaging or packaged products to the

EU market as part of a commercial activity?

NO

Is your customer an end user?YES

YES

You have the role of DISTRIBUTOR

and FINAL DISTRIBUTOR

To determine your producer responsibility,

please continue to the PRODUCERS decision tree

NO

You have the role of DISTRIBUTOR

To determine your producer responsibility,

please continue to the PRODUCERS decision tree

Are you a customer based in the EU

who purchases a packaged product?

NO

Do you use this product in the course of your industrial

or business activities and do not resell it

in the form in which it was supplied?

YES YES

NO

Are you a natural person?

YES
You have the role of CONSUMER

and END USER

NO

You have the role of END USER

NO

You have the role of SUPPLIER 

Do you, as part of a commercial activity, provide at least two

of the following services: storage, packaging, unpacking, addressing

and shipping, without being the owner of the products in question?

YES

You have the role of

FULFILMENT SERVICE PROVIDER

To determine your producer responsibility,

please continue to the PRODUCERS decision tree

NO

You have NO role regarding the packaging in question.

DEFINITIONS

Suppliers: Article 3(16)

Manufacturer: Article 3(13)

Importer: Article 3(17)

Distributor: Article 3(18)

End distributor: Article 3(21)

End User: Article 3(23)

Consumer: Article 3(22)

Microenterprise: Annex, Article 2(3)

Fulfilment service provider: Article 3(11)

Packaging: Article 3(1)

Making available on the market: Article 3(9)

Placing on the market: Article 3(10)

DETERMINE YOUR ROLE

It is entirely possible that you may have multiple roles for each type of packaging or packaging activity. Once you have determined your role

for a particular activity (e.g. packaging, importing or selling to a consumer), start the decision tree again to determine your role for the next activity.

Once you have determined your role, continue to the ‘Am I a producer?’ decision tree to determine whether you are required to submit a declaration.

DISCLAIMER

The decision trees have been created with the utmost care; however, no rights may be derived from them.

The PPWR legislation remains the definitive source. The decision tree is based on the official information currently available.

The European Commission is working on further clarifications.

If necessary, Verpact will update the decision tree.

Latest version: 27-02-2026
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